
  

March/März 2021 Issue 

IMPORTANT DATES                                

Brats & Beer Night(pre-order) March 5th 4:30-8:30pm 

Schnitzel Night(pre-order) March 12th 4:30-8:30pm 

Member’s Meeting  March 17th  7pm  

Fish Fry Friday(pre-order) March 19th 4:30-8:30pm 

Krapfen Pick Up(pre-order)   March 27th 3-6pm 

Good Friday Fish Fry(pre-order)April 2nd 11-8pm 

Ladies Group Meeting April 7th 6:30pm 

Filmnachmittag  April 18th  

Member’s Meeting  April 21st 7pm 

Friday Night Dinner  April 23rd 4:30-8:30pm 

Sick Benefit Members Mtg  April 28th 7pm 

Ladies Group Meeting May 5th  6:30pm 

Fish Fry Friday  May 7th 4:30-8:30pm 

Mother’s Day Luncheon May 16th 11:30am 

Member’s Meeting  May 19th 7pm 

Friday Night Dinner  May 21st 4:30-8:30pm 

Euro Cup Games (1st round) June 15th, 19th & 23rd  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE                  

NACHRICHTEN                                                             

Editor: Lena Herold 

lenaherold@rocketmail.com 

Communications Director: Lea Becker 

lea.schwaben@gmail.com 

Any submissions must be in by the 10th of 

the month for the following issue. Thank you. 

 

 

Follow us on: 

Facebook * Twitter * Instagram 

www.kitchenerschwabenclub.com 

 

519-742-7979 

Please email us at 

schwaben@kitchenerschwabenclub.com 

to receive an email version of our 

Nachrichten. Type “Email Nachrichten” in 

the subject line. 

Help us to save on mailing costs. 

 

The Schwaben Club is now accepting e-transfer 

payments for all purchases! We strive to provide 

our membership and customers with the best 

service possible! 

mailto:lenaherold@rocketmail.com
mailto:lea.schwaben@gmail.com
http://www.kitchenerschwabenclub.com/
mailto:schwaben@kitchenerschwabenclub.com
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Presidents Report 
We started the year off with cautious optimism on the hopes that a vaccine roll out would allow us to all get together soon. Unfortunately, 

with the ongoing delays in immunizations, we are all in a state of limbo, and people are getting frustrated.  This pent-up angst is permeating 

into our day to day lives and is making the planning of events very difficult.  Every decision is second guessed, and contingencies upon 

contingencies prepared for the “what ifs”– the Board, just like everyone else, just don’t know what to expect.  We are now getting to the point 

where we are having to restructure, and even cancel events which is very disheartening to the Board and I expect to some of you.  That is why 

I will be pushing the pause button on club events, to give the Board a chance to breath, until we get a clearer idea of when we can realistically 

get together.  Our VP Nick will be continuing with our fundraising events in the month of March, as they are very popular with the residents 

of Breslau and bring in some small level of income, and I expect our Entertainment Director Lena (with others) will be offering the 

occasional virtual content, but beyond that we wait with everyone else. 

This is not to say there is nothing going on at the club.  We are slowly getting things organized, and are dealing with all of the inspections, 

certifications and nuances of our new home.  Our annual Sick Benefit meeting has been pushed up to April to give us a chance to discuss and 

get approval for renovations/upgrades so they can be put in place for when we can come together.  It is hoped that the meeting will be in 

house as a number of our Sick Benefit members are not online, but we will have to see what can be done at the time. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Glenn Herold - President 
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A column in tribute to our Anniversary - The 1940’s at the Schwaben Club 

In 1947, the Club became active again after closing in 1939 due to WWII. The membership increased with the 

influx of new immigrants from the old country. The property at 1668 King St. E. became the newest home of 

the Schwaben Club. In 1948, a new Soccer Club was formed for the membership. Also in 1948, we celebrated 

our first Kirchweih! Below we show a few photos from those early Kirchweih celebrations. 
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John Heffner Sr. passed away peacefully at home on Tuesday, January 26, 2021, at the age of 91. 

On February 24, 2021 John and Marianne Heffner (Kessler) would have been married for 20 years. 

Loving father of John Jr. (Loren) and Willy (Laura) and step-father of Lydia Kessler and Paul 

Kessler (Andrea). 

Dear Opa to Lori Straus (Corey) , Kristin Werner (Mike), Nick Heffner (Niomi), Stephen Heffner 

(Ali) and David Sigmund.  

Great-Opa to Sebastian Heffner, William and Charlotte Heffner, Xander and Cody Werner, and 

Khristopher and Jonnathan Straus. 

John is predeceased by his first wife, Mary Heffner (2000). 

In 1973, John had a dangerous project before him: raise the 32’ x 37’ roof on his dealership so he could build a second 

floor up to it. No general contractor would do it, but John wanted it done. With 10 tonne jacks positioned around the roof 

section, he would raise each jack a few inches at a time, until the whole roof was up the required 32”. This roof 

modification engineered by John Sr. still stands today. 

John’s determination to keep moving forward was with him to the very end. The idea of giving up simply never occurred 

to him for one reason: his family. 

John wanted a better life for his family than his native Hungary could provide. In 1957, shortly after the Hungarian 

Revolution, John, Mary, and their 4-year-old son, John Jr.; his mother, Theresa; his in-laws, Katharina and Sebastian; and 

several friends crossed the border into Yugoslavia and spent six months’ living in various refugee camps before the Red 

Cross arranged for their sponsored immigration to Canada. 

Within a few years, John opened his own garage in Kitchener and did what was necessary to support his family. He even 

offered 24-hour towing service by parking the telephone next to his bed. 

“I will never forget one bitterly cold February morning,” John wrote in his memoir, “when there were fifty-four calls from 

customers whose cars did not start due to the temperature.” 

As John’s business grew, so did his family, from Willy, his and Mary’s second son, to four grandchildren and seven great-

grandchildren. He was a great storyteller and especially loved sharing stories about his childhood in Hungary. One of his 

favourites was when he threw a small stone at a cat just to annoy it and broke the neighbour’s window instead. Even into 

his 90s, telling that story made John laugh. 

John’s life has taught those around him many things, but perhaps this lesson is the most important one: John didn’t lower 

his dreams to make them easier to reach. He raised them high and then moved toward them inch by inch. 

As expressions of sympathy, donations to St. Mary’s Hospital Foundation-Cardiac Care and the Kidney foundation of 

Canada would be appreciated by the family (cards may be placed by calling the Henry Walser Funeral Home 519-749-

8467). 

Visit www.henrywalser.com for John's Memorial. 

Frauengruppe Article  
We are waiting for Health Canada to allow us to meet up again.  Our first movie is planned for April 18th.   The comedy - 

Unsere Tollen Nichten - will be shown.    

In April we can then see if we can have the gatherings of our regular monthly Wednesday evenings and will offer our 

traditional Bingo and crafts. Please note the times - 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. - and again, if you need a ride to our meetings, 

please contact the club office. The committee is arranging car pooling for our members. 

Mother's Day is planned for Sunday, May 16th with doors opening at 11:30.  A planned silent auction is being held. If you 

would like to donate towards this, please contact Lena Herold or contact the ladies’ group through email - 

kwschwabenfrauengruppe@gmail.com. A joint fundraiser with the Kinder/Jugend is also planned - a plant sale - more 

details to follow. 

Stay safe - stay healthy - hope to see you soon, 

Frauengruppe Vorstand 

Membership News  
Thank you to all members who have already paid their 2021 memberships. A new option the Club has put into play is payment by 

e-transfer! If you have not paid your dues yet, please pay with the late fee through the club office, call Tracy at 519-742-7979.  

Heidi Peller-Oliver 

Membership Director 
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HERZLICHEN GLÜCKWUNSCH AN ALLE, DIE IM MÄRZ 

FEIERN! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL THOSE THAT CELEBRATE IN 
MARCH! 

Robert Nowak   3 

Andy Rester                    7 

Konrad Gruenwald        10 

Joseph Stickel              10 

Eric Lannan                   12 

Magdalena Putschli     12 

George Putschli            12 

Franz Bischoff              14 

Joe Groh                        14 

Heidi Modesti                14 

Katharine Tuerke           14 

Eric Offak                       15 

Doris Zettel                    15 

Mike Kleser                    16 

Ken Dennis                     17 

Donna Becker                19 

Ed Ries                            20 

Mary Bruckler                21 

Henry Szierer                 22 

Frank Nemeth                23 

Lisa Williamson             23 

Jordan Ellis                    24 

Cassandra Kauer           24 

Brandy Gellner              26 

Siegfried Gottsmann    27 

Jessica Hill                    30 

Renata Krech                 30 
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Schwaben Club 

50 Scheifele Place 

PO Box 356 

Breslau, ON  N0B 1M0 

 


